
 

 

 
 

 

Thunder Bay Regional Health Sciences Centre Commemorates the National Day of 
Truth and Reconciliation and Orange Shirt Day 
 
(Thunder Bay, ON – September 30, 2022) Thunder Bay Regional Health Sciences Centre (TBRHSC), 
joined by Elder Myria Esquega, drummers, and artist Ryan Pooman from Thunder Bay, commemorated the 
National Day of Truth and Reconciliation (also known as Orange Shirt Day). 
 
“Today, we honour the lost children and survivors of residential schools, their families and communities. 
Public acknowledgement of the tragic and painful history and ongoing impacts of residential schools is a 
vital component of the reconciliation process,” said Dr. Rhonda Crocker Ellacott, President and CEO, 
TBRHSC and CEO, Thunder Bay Regional Health Research Institute. “We take our role in Truth and 
Reconciliation as a regional acute care provider very seriously, and have undertaken a number of initiatives 
to support healing and reconciliation.” 
 
A pair of powerful symbols of the Hospital’s commitment have been unveiled today. The first, a newly 
raised, 20-foot tall tipi served as the backdrop as the National Day for Truth and Reconciliation began with 
singing and drumming by local women. Elder Myria Esquega (member of Fort William First Nation) led the 
ceremonial opening of the tipi with prayer and smudging with the sacred medicines, tobacco, sage, cedar 
and sweetgrass. “Having a tipi onsite at Thunder Bay Regional Health Sciences Centre is a culturally 
significant moment for our organization,” said Crystal Pirie, Senior Director, Indigenous Collaboration. “It 
symbolizes our Hospital’s commitment to supporting and enhancing Indigenous peoples’ healing journey 
while in our care.”  
 
The Indigenous approach to health is to provide treatment for all aspects of oneself – the physical, mental, 
emotional and spiritual self to be able to fully heal. The tipi will serve as a safe cultural space that will allow 
for gatherings, ceremony, teachings and storytelling.  
 
A large mural at the foot of the Grand Staircase was also unveiled today. Ojibwe artist Ryan Pooman 
(member of Fort William First Nation) was commissioned to create the ten foot by ten foot mural that 
welcomes patients, families, visitors and staff to the cafeteria. The bright, colourful image showcases 
traditional Indigenous foods from Northern Ontario. Stephanie Rowan, Manager, Nutrition and Food 
Services/GM Sodexo Retail noted, “We are incredibly fortunate to have Ryan’s artwork at the entrance of 
the cafeteria for everyone to enjoy. The only request we had was that the art tie in food somehow, and other 
than that, we left it up to him. The end result is amazing, he is an exceptionally talented artist.” 
 
“The events of today are just one step in developing the Hospital as a more culturally inclusive, safe space,” 
said Dr. Crocker Ellacott. “We recently launched our Strategic Plan 2026, were we identified Equity, 
Diversity and Inclusion as a key strategic priority for our organization. Providing care that honours our 
patient’s identity, background and experiences will improve health outcomes and quality of care. We are 
steadfast in our commitment to providing safe, quality and respectful care to Indigenous patients and all the 
other diverse populations we serve.” 
 
Special thanks also goes out to the generous donors in our community who designate their donations 
directly to the Thunder Bay Regional Health Sciences Foundation's Family CARE Grant program, which 
was instrumental in funding the construction of the tipi. 
 
For more information on the National Day of Truth and Reconciliation, please visit 
https://www.ontario.ca/page/national-day-truth-and-reconciliation.  If you’d like to learn more about 
TBRHSC’s Strategic Plan 2026, please visit https://tbrhsc.net/tbrhsc/strategic-plan-2026/.  
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Media contact: 
 
Marcello Bernardo 
Manager, Communications & Engagement 
Thunder Bay Regional Health Sciences Centre 
marcello.bernardo@tbh.net  
Tel: (807) 684-6011 

 
 
Exceptional care for every patient, every time.  
 
Thunder Bay Regional Health Sciences Centre (TBRHSC), a 375-bed academic specialized acute care facility, is a 
national leader in Patient and Family Centred Care. As the only tertiary care provider in Northwestern Ontario, we 
provide comprehensive services to a population of over 250,000 residents in a region the size of France. Effectively 
addressing the health care needs of patients and families has earned us both Innovation Awards and Leading Practice 
Designations. As an academic health sciences centre, we teach the next generation of health care providers and 
advance medical research. Patients benefit from interprofessional teams of dedicated health care providers and access 
to leading-edge medical technology and clinical trials. To fulfill its teaching and research strategic goals, TBRHSC is 
supported by Thunder Bay Regional Health Research Institute (TBRHRI) as a not-for-profit and independent research 
corporation. TBRHRI is the research arm of TBRHSC and seeks to lead research to improve the health outcome of the 
people of Northwestern Ontario and beyond. 
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